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Religious Education (RE) Policy
"Let us thank all those who teach in Catholic schools. Educating is an act of love; it is like giving life." - Pope Francis
1. Catholic Identity & Mission
At St Teresa’s Catholic Primary School, Religious Education is the core and most important subject we teach. Families choose our school because of our strong Catholic identity, and RE shapes the ethos, curriculum and daily life of our school. 
RE forms the heart of our mission to help every child encounter Christ, grow in virtue, understand the teachings of the Church, and joyfully live out the Gospel.

2. Parish Partnership
We belong to the Parish of Our Lady and All Saints and worship at St Basil the Great. 
Our parish priest, Father Sabu, is also a school governor. He, and other RE link governors, visits the school regularly to:
• Monitor RE lessons
• Quality-assure Catholic life and RE provision
• Ensure fidelity to the teachings of the Catholic Church
• Support teachers and pupils in deepening their understanding of the faith

3. Chaplaincy & Catholic Life
We have a Faith Council who lead charity events, support Catholic social teaching, and help promote the Catholic mission of the school.
The Headteacher, Deputy Head and Assistant Head/RE Lead lead collective worship three times a week. Worship includes Scripture, reflection, prayer, and teaching linked to liturgical seasons. This enriches, but does not replace, curriculum RE.

4. Curriculum Model and the Religious Educational Directory
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5. Time Allocation
We dedicate at least 2.5 hours each week to the RE curriculum. This is separate from:
• Collective worship
• Hymn practice
• School or class Mass
• PSHE
• RSE
Typically, this means between two and three RE lessons a week (depending on the length of the lessons.)
6. Teaching & Learning
RE is taught with high academic and spiritual expectations. Lessons encourage children to:
• Understand – know and explain Church teaching
• Discern – apply, consider, reflect
• Respond – express their own thoughts, prayers or creative responses
RE must only be taught by a member of staff with QTS and suitable training to deliver RED lessons. (The only exception may be a confident trainee teacher, nearing QTS, who would only do this under the supervision of the class teacher/mentor).

7. RE Working Walls
Each classroom must have an RE Working Wall. 
Details for this can be found in the working wall policy.
Working walls are functional, regularly updated, and accessible. They support learning and should be used by children independently.

8. Prayer Tables
Every classroom must have a prayer table containing:
• White tablecloth
• Green, white and purple runners (for specific liturgical seasons)
• One religious statue
• Age-appropriate Bible
• Bible stand to enthrone the Bible
• Candle (or electric substitute)
• Rosary, rosary card, blue mat (May & October)
• Class prayer intentions book
• St Teresa statue
The cloth changes with the liturgical season. Prayer tables must be uncluttered, beautiful, and treated reverently. Children must help to design and arrange this table.

9. Sacramental Preparation
The parish leads the First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion programme. 
The school supports by:
• Ensuring staff attend the enrolment Mass and First Communion Mass
• Building strong links with catechists
• Welcoming catechists into school to meet children
• Supporting families pastorally
• Providing ample opportunities to attend and interact with the mass during a school year.

10. Catholic Social Teaching (CST)
CST is woven through:
• RE lessons
• PSHE
• Collective worship
• Faith Council charity work
Children learn about stewardship, dignity, solidarity, the common good, and justice.

11. RE Books
RE books are special and treated with reverence. They:
• Have plastic covers
• Include artwork on the front
• Are stored in a special basket near the prayer table
• Are never placed on the floor
Children are taught from the early years to respect the sacred nature of their RE books.

12. Assessment
Formative assessment:
• Ongoing in lessons
• End-of-unit tasks assessing understanding, discernment and response

Summative assessment:
• Three data drops each year
• Judgements recorded as:
  – Working at age-related expectations
  – Working below
(Currently, no “greater depth” standard is available for the RED. This will be updated as guidance is received.)

13. Monitoring & Evaluation
Monitoring is carried out by:
• RE Lead (Assistant Head)
• SLT
• Governors including Father Sabu
• Diocesan advisers
• Peer reviews from external schools
Includes: book looks, learning walks, working wall checks, worship monitoring, pupil voice and data analysis.

14. The Right to Withdrawal
Religious Education and Prayer and Liturgy (Collective Worship) form an integral part of everyday life at St Teresa’s but we work in keeping with CES guidance on ‘The Right to Withdraw from RE and Collective Worship"

14. Review Cycle
This policy is reviewed every three years, or earlier if required by the Diocese or Bishop. All updates require full Governing Body approval.
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‘What Does This Mean for Your Child?

Your child will engage with the new curriculum, exploring each branch through age-appropriate

lessons and activities. This will include:

This approach ensures that RE is not just a subject but a lived experience that permeates all
aspects of school life.
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How Can You Support at Home?

Scripture-based learning: Starting each unit with a focus on relevant Bible passages.

« Interactive activities: Discussions, reflections, and projects that encourage personal

connection to the material.

« Integration with other subjects: Applying Catholic teachings across the curriculum to foster
ahol

ic understanding.

« Engage in discussions: Ask your child about what they've learned in RE and share your own

thoughts and experiences.

« Participate in school events: Attend Masses, assemblies, and other activities that highlight
the Catholic faith.

« Encourage reflection: Support your child in thinking about how their learning applies to

their daily actions and decisions.

« Support our weekly RE homework: Children will have a piece of RE homework weekly
which encourages thinking, talking and sharing prayers with their family.
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New Religious Education Curriculum:

"To Know You More Clearly”

To know You
more clearly

As of September 2025, Early Years, KS1 and KS2 follow the Catholic Education Service's updated
Religious Education Directory (RED), titled To Know You More Clearly. This curriculum is

designed to deepen our children’s understanding of the Catholic faith and its relevance in daily

life.
‘What Is "To Know You More Clearly”?

This curriculum introduces a structured approach to RE, focusing on six key themes, or
“branches;" that guide students through their spiritual journey following the Liturgical Year. Each

branch is explored over a half-term, with a focus on Scripture and its application in life.
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The Six Branches:

1.Creation and Covenant
Galilee to
2.Prophecy and Promise Jerusalem 1o Garden

Prophecy

3.Galilee to Jerusalem
& Promise

4. Desert to Garden
Creation Dialogue &

5.To the Ends of the Earth &Chisnant Encounter

6. Dialogue and Encounter

These branches are designed to
help students learn knowledge though four lenses:

@ hear, (v} believe, *celehmte, and + live out the Gospel message.
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How Will Children Learn?

The curriculum emphasises three key “ways of knowing":

Understand: Deep comprehension of sacred texts, religious beliefs, and sacred rites,

lividuals and communities who are shaped by these.

Discern: Helping the pupils to judge wisely in response to different interpretations of
the meaning, significance and implications of what they have understood, and ways of life so they

can arrive at justified conclusions about what is true, what is good and what is beautiful.

Respond: Personal reflection with integrity on what has been learned and

consider the implications for action in daily life and the world in which they live.

These approaches aim to develop students who are not only knowledgeable but also thoughtful

and compassionate in their faith.

They also reflect our school mission statement: With Jesus we Live, Love and Learn.




