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ST TERESA’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
CLIMATE ACTION PLAN (2025–2027)
Inspired by Laudato Si’: “Care for Our Common Home”

1. Introduction & Ethos
At St Teresa’s Catholic Primary School, caring for creation is part of our Catholic mission. Inspired by Laudato Si’, we teach our pupils that stewardship of the Earth is an act of love for God and neighbour. Our Climate Action Plan meets the expectations of the DfE Sustainability and Climate Change Strategy (2022–2030) and outlines the practical steps we will take to reduce our environmental impact.
We aim to create a culture where sustainability is visible in our decisions, teaching, and daily routines.

2. Leadership & Responsibilities
Sustainability Lead
Our designated Sustainability Lead is Mrs Fuller (Student Support Manager).
She has completed the DfE-funded Climate Education / Sustainability Training.
Sustainability Team (Pupil Leadership Group)
Mrs Fuller will be supported by a pupil-led Sustainability Team, who help:
· lead eco-initiatives
· encourage good environmental habits
· monitor recycling and energy-saving efforts
· represent pupil voice on environmental matters
Governance
Governors will receive an annual sustainability update as part of school improvement reporting.

3. Our Priorities (2025–2027)
We have identified four practical and achievable priorities:

Priority 1 – Reduce Waste & Increase Recycling
· Maintain clear recycling routines in classrooms and shared spaces.
· Continue recycling schemes (batteries, pens, plastics) with clearly labelled bins.
· Work with the school kitchen to reduce food waste, with regular communication between SLT and catering staff.
· Kitchen staff have already adjusted EYFS portion sizes for certain meals based on waste audits.
· Monitor food waste bins weekly to review improvements.

Priority 2 – Reduce Energy Consumption
· Increase “switch-off” routines for lights, screens and devices across the school.
· Promote sensible and efficient use of heating (caretaker and headteacher to work in conjunction to allow this).
· Ongoing estates priority: We are progressively replacing halogen bulbs with low-energy LED lighting, reducing both energy consumption and long-term costs.

Priority 3 – Strengthen Environmental Curriculum 
· Embed sustainability themes into the curriculum, particularly in Geography through Earth day activities.

Priority 4 – Promote Biodiversity on School Grounds
We aim to increase biodiversity through small, meaningful actions:
· Maintain and enhance the prayer garden as a calm, green, biodiverse space.
· Support the EYFS garden to include pollinator-friendly flowers and simple planting activities.
· Encourage outdoor learning through use of the garden areas.
These actions help children learn about the beauty of God’s creation and our responsibility to protect it.

4. Monitoring & Review
The Sustainability Lead will:
· meet termly with the pupil Sustainability Team
· track progress using the DfE Climate Action Planner
· provide an annual update to SLT and governors
This Climate Action Plan will be reviewed annually and updated according to need and DfE guidance.

5. Catholic Foundation & Mission
Our work is guided by Catholic Social Teaching, especially the call to care for our common home:
“The Earth is God’s gift to us, full of beauty and wonder.
We are called to care for it with tenderness.” — Laudato Si’
Through this Climate Action Plan, we help pupils understand that protecting creation is both an environmental responsibility and a Gospel value.
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