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St Teresa’s Catholic Primary School
“With Jesus we live, love and learn”
Policy for the use of Working Walls in St Teresa’s Classrooms
Aims

1. To create a consistent approach towards working walls across our school. (To alleviate mental load for students moving into new classes and ensure high standards in every classroom.)
2. To ensure that working walls are used and useful as learning and teaching tools in every room. 
Working walls are not displays. They should be functional.

· Working walls need to support/scaffold children’s learning. 
· Children should be able to refer to them if they get stuck or forget something. 
· They can use them to recap on previous learning.
· If they have time for independent learning, they should be able to use the working wall to help.
· Working walls should prioritise function over form.
· Consider their use and impact on learning ahead of their aesthetic value.
· Working walls are alive. They change (usually every lesson) to reflect the learning of the day and prior learning that will support children
When creating a working all, consider what information you want your children to access in lessons:
Which representation best exposes the structure of the maths? 
What examples best exemplify a technique in English? 
What key facts or concepts will support History? 
What open ended questions should your children be considering in Science? 
What vocabulary should your children be using?
Working Walls should be kept up to date, but this should not negatively impact work/life balance:

· It is not a display board, so things don’t need to be laminated or backed.
· You can use a modelled example written on flip chart paper and created during the lesson. 
·  Generalisations/vocabulary/ examples/ model texts do not need to be printed. They can be written during your lesson.
· Stem sentences can also be written during the lesson and stuck on the wall. 
· You can snip examples from power points that you use during the lesson. Just make them big enough so that they can be seen.
Working walls should include:
· There should be Maths/English/RE/Science and at least one other working wall in all classrooms.

· All items described on the subject specific guidance (below)

· Vocabulary

· Be accessible and easy to read

· Use images and words

· Include learning heads where appropriate

· Use the “To be a…” posters 

Specific guidance on Maths Working Walls:
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An example of a working wall changing between lessons:
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Specific guidance on English Working Walls:

· Key vocabulary
· A learning journey can be used if appropriate.
· To be a… Poster
· Class book display
· Colour coded word classes for vocabulary.
· Must be accessible, visible and able to be used by the class.
· Includes content that the children can refer to support their learning.
· Modelled texts and examples of writing are prioritised. 
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Q;\) Firstly)I hope this letter reaches youin good health and happiness. J

As a humble visitor to your wonderful garden, | have been meaning
U'\}\_ to write to you for some time. My name is [Your Name], and | have f

heard stories about your immense size and strength. Since | live
nearby, | have often walked past your garden, and | cannot help but |

admire its beauty from afar. It is a shame, however, that | have never
been able to enjoy it up close.

. Sadly,h must speak of your actions that have saddened many of us.
d\]\- ecause you have built such a high wall, the children who once

Smw played in your garden are now. forced to run and tumble in the dusty,

_9.4 ~ barren wasteland on the other side. The ground there is rough and
03 \mznﬁike a dese@and their laughter has been replaced with
W silence. Your refusal to let themn enjoy the vibrant flowers and lush

trees feels asif you've taken awaythe sun, leaving only coldness

and shadows. As well, | wonder how you feel, seeing so many
unhappy faces, all because of a simple wall.

(Dmte to you now with a plea for change, hoping you will reconsider

your actions. Since the garden is so beautiful, it seems only: rightto
%S% | shareitswonders with those around you. | am certain that ifyou
i allowed the children to play there again, your heart would be filled
SOY\' with warmm,m\ugmwmw. So, l ask you
D_Qj kindly to think about the joy you could bring, not just to the children,

but to yourself as well. The kindness you show could fill your life

with the same happiness that you have kept locked away behind
) that high wall.

Sincerely,
—  [Your Name]
_—

PLesent






Specific guidance on RE Working Walls:
· Topic 
· Big question
· Keywords
· Driver words- the ones you are focusing on that week
· Pupil’s work- show the journey of the learning
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Specific guidance on other working walls:

· Must have open ended questions linked to the topic (Science only)
· Key vocabulary
· A learning journey
· “To be a… Poster”
· Knowledge organiser displayed (blown up)
· Must be accessible, visible and able to be used by the class.
· Includes content that the children can refer to support their learning.
A summary of working wall requirements:

Tips for teachers making working walls:

[image: image6.png]Some tips when tight for time:

* The walls do not need to be « Consider updating the working
works of art. We should chose wall “live”. Taking a piece of
function over form. Flipchart flipchart and affixing it to the
paper, handwritten material, wall in lesson to show the
unbacked boards: all of these children that the information is
are acceptable. It is the content now displayed there.

and its use that matters. * Do not make lots of content for

the walls. Snip content from
your slide shows/ photograph
and photocopy work/ use
flipchart content.



 [image: image7.png]Some tips when tight for space:

* The walls that you MUST have * Learning journey’s can be
are: RE/Maths/English/Science flipcharts if tight for space.
and at least one Other. Do not
worry if you cannot give EVERY
subject a working wall.

« Big titles are really not needed.
They can be small or above the
display board. If the wall is used
every day...does it even need a
title? As long as the children
know what it is and use it, that is
what matters.
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