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Dear Parents and Carers of Year 4 and 5, 

I hope this letter finds you well. I write to you with a matter of significant importance regarding the use of WhatsApp 

by our key stage two students. I recently addressed the year 6 parents on this matter but now feel the need to write to 

parents in year 5 and 4 as well.  

Year after year, we have encountered issues stemming from the use of WhatsApp among our pupils at the top end of 

the school. This includes children saying unkind things to one another, annoying one another in large “group chats”, 

sharing upsetting content, and distributing such material. This had predominantly been a year 5 and 6 issue in the past.  

The impact of these incidents on our school community is profound, leading to behavioural challenges in school, 

distressed children, the need for numerous parental meetings and the creation of social and emotional interventions 

with children who are upset by what has been said or seen. 

It is crucial to understand that WhatsApp is a platform designed for individuals aged 13 and above.  

Primary-aged child not should have access to this application. The sheer number of hours our staff spend 

addressing WhatsApp-related problems in Ks2 each year is a clear indication that our pupils are not yet equipped with 

the maturity required to handle the responsibilities and risks associated with this app.  

We have begun to receive reports from students in Year 4 that they too use Whats App and we are concerned that this 

problem may now move further down the school. 

I urge each and every one of you to remove WhatsApp from your child's devices immediately. Overleaf, you will find 

our latest internet safety newsletter, which outlines the dangers of WhatsApp for children under 13 and provides 

guidance on the safety controls available should you decide to allow your child to use the app despite the age 

restriction. 

Your support in this matter is essential. Together, we can ensure a safe and 

nurturing environment for our pupils, where they can thrive academically and 

socially without the distractions and potential harms of inappropriate digital 

platforms. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to 

me or the school's pastoral team. 

Sincerely, 

Mr J Bottjer (Head Teacher, St Teresa's Catholic Primary School)           



 

 

 

                                  


